CUCUMBER

59

CUCUMBER

ing of fine hair. Despite its name,
this type is probably nothing more
than a segregation from the common
wild cucumber. Cross-pollination
tends to keep the fruits of most cu-
cumbers in a variety rather uniform
in shape and size; even seeds de-
rived from self-pollinated plants may
produce fruits which vary tremend-
ously in size, shape and color. The
Russian type is probably a selection
from one of those. It is not a popular
type, although the flavor is as good
as of those more -commonly grown.

WHITE-FRUITED    TYPE:    This    is    a

type commonly grown in Europe but
is not popular in this country. The
vines are exactly the same as those
of other cucumbers, but the imma-
ture fruits are white in color and
vary greatly in length and shape.
They are creamy in color when ma-
ture. Some are smooth, some are
netted like the muskmelon, and some
are densely covered with fine hairs.
They cross readily with the other
types but, being recessive, come to
light only by controlled self-pollina-
tion. It is an interesting type for
breeding purposes. White Wonder is
a common variety.

ORANGE-FRUITED   TYPE:    ThlS   IS   a

curiosity and is the result of crossing
a white with a green black-spined
variety. The immature fruits are a
deep orange in color, have black
spines, and may vary considerably in
size and shape. The vines are the
same as in the other varieties.

The presence of black spines on
the green varieties tends to give
the immature fruits a bronzy-green
appearance which to some people is
an indication that the fruit is no
longer fresh. As a matter of fact, the

black-spined varieties may have bet-
ter flavor thsn the white-spined
types, but when the consumer wants
a slicing cucumber she wants it as
grass-green as she can get it. Cucum-
bers soon lose their freshness, so that
one cannot be blamed for demanding
the best

The West Indian "wild cucum-
ber" (C. anguria], though a differ-
ent species from the common cucum-
ber, since the two will not cross-pol-
linate, should be mentioned here. It
is the small globular-fruited West
Indian Gherkin, sometimes called
Bur Gherkin. The flowers are whit-
ish-yellow and very small. The
spiney fruits, approximately an inch
in diameter and slightly longer, make
very fine pickles. Though very seedy
and puffy, they have a fine flavor.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Cucumbers are tropical plants, but
due to the fact that they mature
fruits in 60 days they may be grown
in the garden in localities where the
summers are wrarm for at least go
days. They are very sensitive to
frosts. They should not be grown in
localities of high humidity and poor
circulation of air. In the garden the
most exposed areas should be
chosen as a preventive against mil-
dews. Cucumbers grow best on the
sandy-loam soils that are well drained
and well supplied with lime. Manure
is an ideal fertilizer and the plants
respond to an appreciable amount
of water. The pickling varieties are
grown in poorer soils than the slicing
types, because they are picked when
the fruit is just starring to grow, while
the slicing cucumbers are allowed to
attain practically full size. Some-
times growers will plant the slicing
types with the idea of growing them